EDU T&L 101 and 102 American Sign Language (ASL)

GEC Rationale:  

The ASL courses were approved as GEC foreign language courses and were taught first in Autumn 2002.  Since that time, the demand for seats in the first course has far outstripped capacity.  For spring 2008 there are 240 students on the wait list for English 101.  And, students can not proceed to the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th courses without access to 101.  Adding new sections through EDU T&L for the first two in the series could easily double capacity for this popular foreign language option to spoken foreign languages.  The MOU from March 2007 provides support from the cooperating units for EDU T&L to add 101 and 102 to their current offerings of 113 and 114 (3rd and 4th courses).  

 

1.      How do the objectives of the proposed course fit the goals of the category?

To understand and communicate with d/Deaf individuals using ASL provides a means to enter a community of individuals that is unavailable to the vast majority of Americans.  ASL enables hearing and non-hearing individuals to communicate social, cultural, and intellectual ideas that can enrich all who learn the language.

2.      How do the assigned exercises and assignments fit the goals of the category?

Readings and instruction uses a “voices off” approach using demonstration/modeling, guided activities, as well as readings and written assignments.

3.      How do class topics fit the objectives of the category?

Topics pertain directly to learning to give and receive communications in ASL.  Continuous practice with sign language in and outside of class help students learn to sign and to interpret others’ signing.  

4.      How will students sharpen their skills in speaking, listening, reading, and writing in a foreign language?

Attendance is expected.  It is not possible to “make up” attendance.  Expressive tests are videotaped for student review of him or herself.  Numerous opportunities to interact with members of the Deaf community and to observe Deaf culture are provided and encouraged.  

5.      How will students learn to recognize and appreciate cultural differences?

Discussion boards will enable students to share their reflections of experiences with ASL and with individuals in the Deaf community.  

 
 
3)       An assessment plan for the course.  (Also see additional information on separate assessment attachment.
ASL 1 is a foundation for the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th courses in the sequence.  ASL 2 builds on that Initial skill in signing and interpreting others’ signing.  Signing along with facial and body expressions will occur in each class session, in practice groups, and in Deaf community settings.  Skill levels will be demonstrated and assessed via video tapes and individually by the instructor. 
